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Experience the Video

Feel free to jot down Video Notes as you watch Michael Card’s presenta-
tion. Use the space below for those notes.

VIDEO NOTES

The Capernaum synagogue

The bread and the cup

Peter’s second confession

The transfiguration

Peter’s transformation

AFRAGILE STONI

Peter's last will and testament
Jesus and taxes

The miracle within the miracle

:WALKING IN THE DAYLIGHT

Discussion Time

DISCOVER GOD’S WORD

Discussion Questions

1. In John 6:48-66, we read some surprising words from Jesus as He
suggests that people will “eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
His blood.”

a. What do you think the people must have thought when they heard
Jesus say this?

SESSION 3—The Friendship Deepens
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b. What symbolism has to be understood for this passage to be read

properly?

2. Jesus’ words caused many to turn away. Read about this in John
6:67-69.

=

What tone of voice do you imagine Jesus used when He asked the
Twelve, “You do not want to leave too, do you?”

How does Peter’s reply in verses 68-69 demonstrate that Peter
accepted Jesus’ claim in verse 63?

Have you ever been tempted to turn back and no longer follow
Jesus? What happened?

In light of the possibility of turning away from Jesus, consider the
implication of Peter’s question: “Lord, to whom shall we go?”
(v. 68).

A FRAGILE STONE

3o I Mark 920, the writer explains what must have been one of Peter’s

most startling events while he was in Jesus’ presence.
0 P

What kinds of emotions do you think Peter experienced during this
scener
What does Michael Card mean when he says that this was the

transfiguration of Jesus, but it was really the transformation of Peter?
What can we learn about our own spiritual transformation by

examining this story?

4. A fish and a coin play key roles in the tax story of Matthew 17:24-27,

How does this story, as Michael Card sees it, illustrate the depth of the

friendship Jesus and Peter shared?

LIFE LESSONS
Application Questions

1. Jesus’ Hard Words

In John 6:48-66, which we read earlier, Jesus gave what His listeners

later called “a hard teaching.” His listeners knew the Old Testament, so

they knew what Leviticus 17:10-12 said.

We know that Jesus wasn’t talking about eating His flesh and drink

ing His blood in a literal sense. Jesus was speaking in anticipation of
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MATTHEW 14:22-3%
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after this, Jesus made his disciples
get back into the boat and cross to the other side of the
lake while he sent the people home. Afterward he weng
up into the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he
was there alone. Meanwhile, the disciples were in troy-
ble far away from land. for a strong wind had risen, and
they were fighting heavy waves. |
About three o'clock in the morning Jesus came to
them, walking on the water. When the disciples s
* him, they screamed in terror, thinking he was 4 gh;st
But Jesus spoke to them at once. “It's all right,” he q:n'd.
“Iam here! Don't be afraid o

Then Peter called to him, “Lord,

aw

1 if it’s really you,
tell me to come to you by walking on water.”

“All right, come,” Jesus said.

So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked
on the water toward Jesus. But when he looked around
at the high waves, he was terrified and began to sink

g e e
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“Save me, Lord!” he shouted.

Instantly Jesus reached out his hand and grabbed
him. “You don’t have much faith,” Jesus said. “Why did
you doubt me?” And when they climbed back into the
boat, the wind stopped.

Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are
the Son of God!” they exclaimed. (Matthew 14:22-33;
see also Job 9:8, 11)

On two separate occasions we see the disciples caught out in
the Sea of Galilee. The first incident is the occasion of a violent
storm. Mark tells us that the boat was almost swamped by it
(Mark 4:37). He portrays the storm as a demonic attack. Jesus
shouts to the storm the same command we hear him shouting
to the demon-possessed: “Be muzzled!” Luke refers to the
storm as a squall, a line of violent wind, thunder and lightning
(Luke 8:23).

Matthew and Mark both tell of a second incident. In this
story the disciples are caught in a strong wind, not a full-blown
storm. Mark tells us they were straining against the oars, for the
wind was against them.

Bur the difference between the two accounts is not the condi-
tion of the weather. The major difference is that in the first story
Jesus is with them in the boat, though he is asleep. In this second
account, the one before us now, he is nowhere to be seen.

Both Matthew and Mark tell us that Jesus, after he dismissed
the crowd, had gone into the hills to pray. Only Mark’s account
(informed by Peter) gives us the detail that Jesus could see the

disciples in their difficult situation. Both writers tell us Jesus left
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his prayers and walked on the water to be with his men, If they are Some went off in ships,
caught in a struggle, he wants to be there with them. plying the trade routes of the world.

It was almost dawn, the fourth or last watch of the night. Only They, too, observed the LORD’s power in action,
Peter gives us the mystifying detail that Jesus was about to pass by his impressive works on the deepest seas.
them. When they all saw him, walking on the water, they drew IHe spoke, and the winds rose,
what, if you think about it, was a fairly logical conclusion. They stirring up the waves.

thought they were seeing a ghost. What else would walk on the Their ships were tossed to the heavens

e S R SCRL Ve and sank again to the depths;

Jesus walking on the sea is a divine revelation of who he is. He the sailors cringed in terror.

has just fed the five thousand. revealing himself to be the “prophet Thiag el st e i dribrdls

li ses” , e recei ; o 4o

ike Moses” (Deuteronomy 18). As the people received the bread srilere thelrabid e

some of them began to murmur, “Could this be the prophet (like o il haputedin s,

Moses)?” Although we will later see that the disciples had missed o
and he saved them from their distress.

the connection, at least some of the people in the crowd had )

. IHe calmed the storm to a whisper

begun to understand. Now Jesus walks on the water. He is more

“ s ; : ; ; and stilled the waves.
than the “manna provider™; he is Deity. Mark’s detail that he was

“passing by” hearkens back to Exodus 33:22, when God revealed

ike ther incidents in the life of Jesus, this moment
himself to Moses by placing him in the cleft of the rock and caus- Like so many o

apped in the Old Testament. The climax of the revelation
ing his glory to “pass by.” Walking on the water was an undeniable W wrapped 11

d strati fwhat Job 9:8 ks about comes when Jesus literally calls out, “I am.” He speaks the personal
cmonstration o at Jo 10 speaks about:

name of God, the name by which the Lord revealed himself to

Moses in Exodus 3:14.
He alone has spread out the heavens and marches on

IHere again it helps to keep in mind that this is the second
the waves of the sea.

instance of the disciples in distress at sea. Peter remembers the
i : x . (ormer angry storm and Jesus’ rebuke, “How is it that you have no
An unnamed psalmist seems to have prophetically gazed at this

inci ites i fuith?” He is determined now that he will not hear those words
very incident. He writes in Psalm 107:23-29:

again from Jesus (Mark 4:35-41). “If it is you,” he says, “tell me to

(oIme to you on the water.”
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What sort of person wants to walk on the water in the mid-
dle of a dark windstorm> Was he motivated by some innate
desire to do what he saw Jesus doing? Or did he want to walk on
the water simply so he could be with Jesuss Whatever the rea-
son, Peter often wants to do the wrong thing for the right rea-
son. The peculiarly worded question shows that he is beginning
to understand that it is only the call of Jesus that will make the
impossibility of walking on the water possible. With all that he
doesn’t know, Simon somehow does understand that the call
must originate with Jesus. This explains the clumsy wording of
his request. “If it’s you, tell me to come to you,” he shouts above
the howling wind. Bonhoeffer says that discipleship is never an
offer we make. to Christ. It is only the call of Jesus that makes
everything possible.

All of us sometimes ask to do things that we do not have the
faith to do. Was Peter’s request courage ot insanity or a little bit of
both? the courage and the foolishness of fajths What often goes
unappreciated is the fact that Peter’s short walk was indeed a tri-
umph of faith. It is his first miracle! Was this not an astounding
experiment?

But then something about the eXperiment went terribly
wrong, Peter looked around at reality and began to do what he
should have naturally done under the influence of gravity when he
first climbed down out of the boat: he began to sink. In the very
midst of the miracle he doubts the new reality he has just stepped
into, and it all starts to unravel, He apparently had no doubt when
he stepped out on the water. He asked for no proof beyond the

sound of Jesus’ command to come to him. Without proof he

£y i
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walked on the water. When he saw the waves, he began to need
proof that the impossible he was doing could somehow be possi-
ble. But what proof could there be that the impossible had become
possible besides actually doing the impossible?

There is no proof great enough to prevent doubt. If you base
your belief on proof, sooner or later you too will sink! Notice that
the carlier “if” of his first request disappears. He does not say, “If
you can save me”—he just yells, “Save me, Lord!” Peter finds Jesus’
hand is immediately there, saving him, holding him up. The
i¢buke he and the others received in the middle of the first storm,
“IHave you no faith?” is softened. “You of little faith,” Jesus says as
the wind whips at his beard, “why did you doubt?”

Why did Peter doubt? After all, he had begun to accomplish it,
lie had walked on the water. But there was a deeper lesson he had
(o learn, and Jesus is intent on him not missing it, even as now you
andd 1 must learn it if we are to move forward as we walk through
the wind storm of following Jesus. It is almost never heard in
American churches. Indeed there are some congregations who
would call it heresy. The lesson is that Peter needed to sink in
arder to take the next step of faith in Jesus. Because walking on
(lie water does not ultimately increase our faith, only sinking does!

I hose who ask for miracles and receive them soon forget. But
those who suffer for Christ’s sake never forget. They have their
awin wounds to remind them. When we are hurting we do not flee
10 the rich and healthy for wisdom and real comfort. We seek out
those who have fellowshiped in the sufferings of Jesus.

Jesus and the half-soaked Peter climb into the boat, and the

wind, as if exhausted as well, dies down. And then something even
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more extraordinary occurs. Up till this time in Matthew’s Gospel,
Jesus has been worshiped by the Magi, by a leper and by a ruler of
the synagogue. At the first storm the disciples wondered, “Who is
this man?” Now they have begun to know. We have never heard
or seen the disciples worshiping him until this moment. “Truly
you are the Son of God!” they confess. The cumulative weight of
all the revelation—the feeding of the five thousand, walking on
the water and now the calm Jesus’ presence provides after the
windstorm—have convinced the disciples of his real identity.
Mark, in his account, does not tell us about their worship.
He speaks of their complete amazement over Jesus. The reason
he gives is the hardness of their hearts. e looks back at the
feeding of the five thousand and lets us in on a secret: the disci-
ples had not understood about the loaves. Not until they saw
Jesus walking on the water did they put it all together. The
feeding and the walking on the water are linked. They were both
crucial manifestations of the true nature of Jesus. of his oneness
with the Father. When the disciples finally understood, they

worshiped him.

An Amazing Exclusion

There is one more striking difference between Peter’s account of
this story and Matthew’s, an amazing exclusion. In Mark, Peter
makes no mention whatsoever of his walking on the water. Before
I began seeking to understand his heart, I would have thought the
reason for the omission was his failure. He had begun to sink. I
believed the absence of the story in his account was an indication

of his immaturity and pride. Now that he has begun to come into
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focus for me, now that [ have looked at the whole of his life and
have begun to see who he became, I believe Peter left out the story
not because he sank but because he walked. It was not pride but
humility that kept him from mentioning his miraculous though

interrupted feat.
The story is a real-life parable of the cycle of faith. We all walk

sometimes and sink sometimes as well. We all cry out, “Go away
from me, I'm a sinful person!” and in the next breath shout,
“Come and save me!” Most of all, we all struggle with
the perceived realities of the fallen world over against
the unseen certainty of the kingdom.

Peter, after all, is a realist. He is you and me, at
our best and at our worst. And that is why we love

him like we do, at least when we finally take the time

VAV VANVAN

The Egyptian hieroglyphic
Sor “impossible.”

(0 know him. Jesus will never condemn Peter, or us,
for looking at reality. The waves and the wind are real.
['he smell coming from Lazarus’ tomb is real. When 1
look at the world T will always have reason to doubt. Gravity, can-
ot poverty—they are all real. But Jesus continually calls to Peter—
and to you and me—to look somehow beyond all that, to a new
teality where walking on the water is also real, and feeding thou-
sinds of people with a few crumbs, and rising from the dead. And
Wi are never to doubt this impossible new reality, even as we are
tking partin it

I'he world that Peter and you and [ are being called to exit has a
willion confusing faces: our fragile health, hunger, our fallen situa-
ton. the aching loneliness of the world. The world Jesus calls us into

lis but one focus: him! When Peter looks only at the face of Jesus,
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he begins to rise toward that new world, the world of the kingdom.
There is one certain way to know if you've had a brush with
that other impossible new world. You will find yourselt doing what
the disciples did when they got Jesus back into their boat: you will
find yourself worshiping him. Worship is the language of our new
reality. But we must never forget that it always begins with a cry for
help. Tt always begins that way. It ends when we find ourselves
doing the unreal and impossible, when we discover that we, if even
for a moment, have risen above the noise of the wind and the con-
tusion of the waves. We find in the darkness a Face. We discover in

the tumult a Hand. And we worship him for it all.
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MATTHEW 16:13-23
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N ot two minutes ago my best friend, Scott, came by to see
e Being a pastor, his day is unbelievably busy. As we talked

topether for a few minutes, he looked at his watch and realized he
lind @ meeting coming up soon. Nevertheless, he sat down beside
the lire and asked me where | was on this manuscript. He listened
(0 new ideas 1 was excited about. Above all, in the midst of what is
ulways a painful, doubt-filled process, he encouraged me. He
spoke in specifics abourt other books T had written that had been
hl'|p['u| to him. In essence he came because he knew I needed to
I someone say [ could do this.

I here was a time, twenty-five years ago, when I did something
ke that for him. He was frustrated writing and recording music
aul being on the road away from his growing family. Everywhere
“woowent Scott could always connect at a deep level, comforting

sl encouraging people. He was obviously gifted far beyond the

=
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