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Who doesn’t like the Olympic Games? Even if we never get a chance to
actually go to London or Athens or Rio de Janeiro to see the Games in per-
son, we can all imagine the thrill of being there. In Session 14, Joe Stowell
visits an ancient stadium of the Roman Empire, in the city of Aphrodiasias,
to relive the games of that city. In the sporting contests of the day, the
emperor would sit in “the best seat in the house” and watch the men com-
pete. The image of the huge crowds watching the games can remind us,
Stowell says, of an important verse in Hebrews about the believer’s “great
cloud of witnesses,” which was a vital metaphor for courage in the early
church.
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Christians in Aphrodisias

, DAYLIGHT PREVIEW

A City Like Ours?

As Joe Stowell visits city after city in the Roman Empire and describes how
life was lived in the first and second centuries, a single theme continues to
emerge. In religion, the people were constantly exposed to the idea that
there are many gods—and for them to worship just one deity was narrow-
minded. In life, the society seemed to be obsessed with sexuality and sexual
freedom—even to the point that this thinking infected religion. Nineteen
hundred years have passed since the time Stowell is telling us about, but
has anything really changed? Does some of what he is discussing sound like

what is happening where we live?

COME TOGETHER

Icebreaker Questions

1. This session takes place at the site of the ancient city of Aphrodisias,
home of the renowned Temple of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love.
Speaking of love, who was your first crush?

2. Joe Stowell notes that Aphrodisias was also home to a school of phi-
losophy and a school of sculpturing, Which school would you be more
likely to enroll in. Why?
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3. Joe notes that the roar of the crowd from Aphrodisias’s 30,000
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A different kingdom for Christians |
stadium could have been heard for miles across the countryside, H

excited do you get about your favorite sports team? How loudly do ya
cheer?

a FINDING DAYLIGHT

Experience the Video

The stadium

i
Running the race
Feel free to jot down Video Notes as you watch the presentation by Joe
Stowell. Use the space below for those notes.

VIDEO NOTES

Il
A purpose for life

Home of Aphrodite

“City of the Cross”

Marble pillars of the temple

EWALKINE IN THE DAYLIGHT

Early followers of Jesus in the empire

Discussion Time

Sebastian Way

DISCOVER GOD’S WORD

Discussion/Application Questions

ity of
1. Why, according to Joe Stowell, did Augustus Caesar grant the city

Aphrodisias special tax-free privileges?
Obligation to worship gods and emperors
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2. What was the “double pressure” the sarly Christians in Aphrodisias
lived under?

3. What s the closest that Christians around the world today come to

facing the overt pressure of emperor worship—or to the more subtle
pressure of nation worship?

4. Joe draws a connection between the impressive and well-preserved

stadium in Aphrodisias and a passage in the book of Hebrews. Read
Hebrews 12:1-3.

a. The “witnesses” in verse 1 are the heroes who have just been men-
tioned in Hebrews 11—those who had suffered for God and for
God’s kingdom in years and centuries past. How would they serve

as more than spectators but as inspiring examples to the early
Christians?

b. Is the Christian life compared to a short sprint or a long-distance
race? What are the ramifications of that difference?

c.  What does Joe mean that the Christians would envision Jesus giv-
ing them the thumbs-up sign?
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istians’ : their compas-
5. Joe notes four elements to the early Christians’ success p

: i 3 =
sion, their community, their sense of conviction, and their courag

2 How did each of these ultimately draw others to Jesus?

b. Specifically, how would their courage both to live for and c'll.e for
what they believed create a hunger in the hearts of Roman citizens
for a real purpose for life?

BRINGING IT HOME

When Joe hears the words in Hebrews 12:2 about “locking unto Jesus,

the author and finisher of our faith,” he imagines the early Chrlstla.n-s
envisioning Jesus in the emperor’s box at the stadium—that th.elr
living for Jesus was resulting in His giving them the thumbs-up sign

because they’re on the victory side.

a. How could that image bolster your faith and courage not only to live
' 1 . . ?
for Christ but also to be willing to suffer, and even die, for Him

i i —the
b. How would you rate your endurance in the long-distance race
marathon—of the Christian life?
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