AYLIGHT PREVIEW

A Call to Bless the World

What would you do if you knew that the people you were training for a
imission were going to face severe opposition? Give them lessons in self-
dufense? Instruct them about counterattacks? Detail for them all the
ways they could fight off the enemy? Here’s what Jesus did: He taught His
people (and by extension, us) to face opposition with compassion. He
went so far as to tell them, “Love your enemies.” When we are marginal-
ized, persecuted, or even ignored because of our faith, that should be our

response today as well.

- COMETOGETHER——
Icebreaker Questions
1. In this session Joe Stowell reflects on the fact that the early church was

made up of all kinds of people, from the least to the greatest. What's

the most diverse community or church you've ever been part of?

2. Joe notes thatJesus <aid His followers should be obvious as they engage
their world, because they are “the light of the world.” What Christ-

follower have you known who is truly a shining light?
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EFINDING DAYLIGHT

Experience the Video

Diversity for the kingdom

Feel free to jot down Video Notes as you watch the presentation by Jo
Stowell. Use the space below for those notes,

Reaching all people

VIDEO NOTES

The Roman garrison at Capernaum

Training for the disciples . .. and us

The centurion’s crisis

Today’s Christian: Just for our kind?

Jesus’ response

Sermon on the Mount

Stunning news for the Jews

Blessed: Persecuted
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Reward? In heaven
Yhe New Testament records a fascinating story about a Roman cen-
turlon. Read Luke’s account of that story in Luke 7:1-10.

4. What was unusual about the relationship between this Roman
centurion and the Jewish community?

The light of the world: Good works

b, How did Jesus feel about going to the centurion’s home? ‘.I\\
Cultural engagers

¢ How did the centurion feel about Jesus coming to his home? i

EWAI.KINE' IN THE DAYLIGHT
Discussion Time

d. What did Jesus find so amazing about the centurion? ‘| |k

DISCOVER GOD’S WORD

Discussion/Application Questions

1. Why wo
y would the presence of a garrison of Roman soldiers in Ca,
per-

naum be parti s How did this incident serve as great training for the disciples to
particularly irritating to the devoutly religious Jews there? ; . ' ' ‘
re?

understand themselves and then show the Roman Empire that there |
was something wonderfully different about the message of Jesus |‘
Christ—namely (1) that the kingdom of God would be made up of “
many different kinds of people, with faith as the key; and (2) that the ‘U
kingdom of God would be about reaching the rich and empowered |

and the poor and enslaved?

68 THE DAWNING

SESSION 8—Lessons from Capernaum 69 |




4. Next, Joe Stowell turns his attention to Jesus’ famous Sermon on the

e ser H ", Wlllt dO.IJOl meanw en |IC SayS tllat we Should be Cuftma-’ engagefs
lead |lOW th sermon begms |.|'| M.tth."’ s 1 12

rather than cultural warriors?
a. Why s it important for Christians to realize that this isn’t the only
world we have—and that this world, in fact, is the short, nasty,
brutish one?

b, Which of those two terms do you think describes most Christians
5 ic
today? How about you?

b. Why is that reality especially significant when Christians face per-
secution?
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they would experience for His sake—but promising them that their
reward in heaven would be great—Jesus told the disciples about a strat-
egy with which they would engage their world. Read Matthew 5:14-16.

i il
i § ething today. ||
makes Joe wonder if we haven’t lost som 4

i Il

« of us as Christians think that Christianity s al.aout Just‘ouz |
k'Sodm?'nyeoph and that the community of faith really is about jus

ind of p s . e

us—with arms folded instead of arms extende \|

tend to think that Chris- |

PR e i a. Ifyou’re really honest, how much do y:u e H

y ) tianity is about just our kind of people?

|
|
?

b. What would it take to move your arms from folded to extended

6. Jesus went on to say in the Sermon on the Mount that you should

turn the other cheek. Read about that in Matthew 5:38-45.

Joe notes that at the very beginning Jesus instructed His followers that
the heart of their power would be in that they were brought into this
world to bless it—no matter what—not to curse it,
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