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Chri‘stians in Pompeii

DAYLIGHT PREVIEW
The Last Day

In both Rome and the empire’s coastal city of Pompeii, August 24 in the
year AD 79 began as any other. Both cities had primarily a polytheistic
society with most of its citizens worshiping numerous gods while honoring
the emperor as “Lord.” Yet imagine if mixed in with the citizens of Pompeii
were Christians: men, women, and children who were followers of Jesus
and the one true God. As they went about their day on August 24, they
were out of the mainstream—they walked among temples and shrines dedi-
cated to gods they did not believe in. Suddenly, and without warning, a
distant explosion rocked the city. In minutes thick ash began to fall on the
people. On that day, Pompeii ceased to exist as a living city—and those
who had trusted Jesus were ushered into His presence in heaven. Indeed,
as Joe Stowell says in this session, it’s a reminder for all of us to “number
our days.”

COME TOGETHER

Icebreaker Questions

1. The eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD 79 is highlighted in this session.
Have you ever seen or visited a volcano? (If not, how about a geyser?)
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vius” or a “Lake Placid”? What would thon who know you best say

When Pompeii was suddenly struck with the heat of Vesuvius’ eruptiog
and buried in thick ash, life in the city was essentially frozen in time, ||

« » e . . * . POmPeii
you could “freeze” your life in one period up to this point, what periad

would you choose?

= FINDING DAYLIGHT

Experience the Video

Absence of the people

Feel free to jot down Video Notes as you watch the presentation by Joe
Stowell. Use the space below for those notes.

Christians in Pompeii

VIDEO NOTES

The Pantheon

Number our days

Caesar worship
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EWALKING IN THE DAYLIGHT
Discussion Time

1.

DISCOVER GOD’S WORD
Discussion/Application Questions

. . .
loe Stowe" notes that EIIIPBI OF Worsl ||P was an el fOI t to ur “l y a dlvel se
elllplle |"a.de uP OI a IOI: O' d'"e' ent SOCletal a"d COIIIpOneI 1t Pa.l ts

The worship of a multiplicity of gods and Caesar was the very fabric of
Roman society and also the glue of the entire political system.

O
ne could make the case that an act of emperor worship was more of
an expression of political loyalty than of religious worship

a.  What do you think of that notion?

'Smce all a citizen of the empire had to do was burn a pinch of
incense and say “Caesar is Lord,” how tempting do you think it
would be for Christians to justify such an act with an

v s § “Everybod
is doing it” type of attitude? Y

2. i e
Thougl:n combining sexual encounters with worshiping the gods
s:ems incredibly foreign to us, how much pressure do you suppose
the early Christians were under to conform to those practices?

THE DAWNING

What effect do you think it would have on you to visit Pompeii and
see the plaster casts created as a result of the impressions of the
bodies of Pompeii’s citizens who were buried within the hardened
ash that descended on their city?

4. |oe observes that Pompeii’s bizarre images of Roman deities suggests
P £ g8

something of a quiet disrespect for what the gods were about—as
someone who doesn’t do something for you, but who does some-

thing to you.

How did the message of Christianity intersect with that mindset?

In 1 Corinthians, Paul dealt with issues relevant to these new believ-
ers’ lives within their pagan culture. Read 1 Corinthians 10:14-21,
where the apostle addresses idolatry in the context of the Lord’s
Supper.

a. Who does Paul say that the sacrifices of the pagan Gentiles were
actually being offered to?

b. Paul later says in verse 25 that Christians didn’t need to worry
about the standard situation of buying meat in the public market
that had been previously sacrificed to an idol. Where would Paul
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seem to draw the line between Christians reaching out to the

4. How does this Scripture make you feel about the fleeting nature of
pagan friends and joining them in every aspect of their lifestyle?

your life?

b. How does this Scripture make you feel about the permanence of

. Are there modern equivalents to Paul’s admonition to the early Clodl

believers not to join their neighbors in participating in their pagan
feasts?

. What does it mean to you to “number your days” (V. 12)?

Now read what Paul wrote to the Corinthian believers in 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:12-20.

How would this passage both challenge and encourage Christians to
say no to the immorality associated with worshiping the gods?

:DAYLIGHT ON PRAYER

Spending Time with God

1. Do you have a prayer request to share with the group?

BRINGING IT HOME

Joe concludes this session by saying, “As I reflect on Pompeii, snuffed

‘ 2. Spend some time reflecting in silence about what it means, in “gh‘;f“c
. : i in
out in a moment of unexpected tragedy, | pause to remember what the ' the fleeting nature of life, to number your days and invest yoursel
Bible says about mankind and time. I sense how really true it is: that we things that matter.
would be wise to number our days and invest ourselves in things that
matter, that our lifespan on earth is but a fleeting breath before a living
God.”

Read Psalm 90:1-12.
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