SESSION 4

" The Ways of Jesus

DAYLIGHT PREVIEW

Caravaggio Speaks

I'hink of your favorite piece of art—whether it is a painting by Monet or a
stabile by Calder or a sculpture by Michelangelo or something far differ-
ent—and think of analyzing its important elements. This is what Joe Stowell
does in Session 4 as he visits the Church of San Luigi dei Francesi in Rome
to take a closer look at The Calling of St. Matthew by the artist Caravaggio.
Stowell discusses what this painting might reveal about some of the men
Jesus called on to follow Him. And in so doing, he reveals the “ways of
Jesus” as he calls it—Jesus’ perhaps unorthodox methods of choosing His
followers. These are the men who would be charged with taking the gospel
to the ends of the earth.

COME TOGETHER

Icebreaker Questions

1. This session focuses on Matthew, who was a tax collector when Jesus
called him to be one of His twelve disciples. Have you ever had any
“issues” with the [RS?

2. How close to the income tax deadline do you typically get before you
file your taxes?

SESSION 4—The Ways of Jesus

33




— T

3. A major component of this session involves 4 painting in Rome, money changing

How much of an art enthusiast are you? Do you have a favorite painting
or other work of art? Do you have a favorite artist?

Jesus’ feet

ZFINDING DAYLIGHT

Experience the Video

PPeter and Jesus

Feel free to jot down Video Notes as you watch the presentation by Joe
Stowell. Use the space below for those notes.

The ways of Jesus

VIDEO NOTES

Rome: The epicenter of the known world

’WALKINE IN THE DAYLIGHT

The Colosseum Discussion Time

DISCOVER GOD’S WORD
Discussion/Application Questions

1. Joe Stowell speculates that for most people today the Colosseum is
the most familiar image related to ancient Rome. Why do you think

A painting of the calling of Matthew

that is the case?

Matthew, Peter, Jesus
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2. Many historians believe that the Colosseum, the largest amphi-

theater ever built in the Roman Empire, was named after a nearby
hundred-foot-tall statue of Nero, called the Colossus of Nero, that
Nero himself had built.

What combined effect would these two structures—a statue of Nero
ten stories tall and a massive elliptical venue capable of seating 50,000

spectators—have on visitors to Rome?

3. Next Joe visits a very different kind of site in Rome: the chapel of the
Church of San Luigi dei Francesi, home of the painting entitled The
Calling of St. Matthew by Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio.

What is the significance of the fact that . ) &

THE DAWNING

tof ict "t s y notice the
a, the two men on the left of the picture don't seem to ne

presence of Jesus?

b. Matthew’s right hand is gripping the coins as he looks at Jesus?

c. Matthew’s left hand is pointing toward himself?

i i s cloak?
Peter, in contrast to Matthew, is dressed in a commoner’s clo:

d.

Jesus’ hand is reaching out to Matthew in the same manner. in
which Michelangelo famously painted, on the ceiling of the Sistine
Chapel, the hand of Ged reaching out to the hand of Adam?

g

f.  Peter’s hand is pointing toward Matthew?

SESSION 4—The Ways of Jesus

41



	Dawning_p33
	Dawning_p34-35
	Dawning_p36-37

